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01 Key Topics 
• Colonialism and Settler Colonialism 
• Critical Perspectives on Settler Colonialism 
• Settler Colonialism as an Ongoing Structure 
• Wolfe's Logic of Elimination 
• Indigenous Erasure in Canada (Indian Act) 
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Colonialism and 
Settler Colonialism 

• Often used interchangeably but are 
distinct 

• Nancy Shoemaker’s typology of 
colonialism unpacks various forms of 
colonialism 

o Settler colonialism shapes 
relationships between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Peoples in settler colonial States 

CO
LO

N
IALISM

 &
 

SETTLER CO
LO

N
IALISM

 



 
      

   
       

  

   
  

  
    

SE CRT IT TL CA
IER C  L PO

L ERO
N SP

I EAL CT
SM

 
I IVE

 S O
N

  

Why Critical? 
• 'Settler' is not evaluative: neither good nor 

bad 

• 'Settler colonialism' as a process is 
something we can develop a critical stance 
towards: 

o Affects Indigenous Peoples 

o Contributes to unequal power 
relations in our societies, 
which have negative political, socio-
economic, cultural and environmental 
repercussions for everyone 
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“A sign marks the entrance to 
Mi’kmaq encampment near the 

Shubenacadie River, a 72-kilometre 
tidal river that cuts through the 

middle of Nova Scotia and flows into 
the Bay of Fundy, in Fort Ellis, N.S. 

(Andrew Vaughan/Canadian Press)” 

https://redpowermedia.wordpress.com/tag/mikmaq/ 

Settler 
Colonialism-
An Ongoing 
Structure 

● An ongoing structure vs. an event 
● Persists because the settler colonizer continues to assert 

state sovereignty and juridical control over Indigenous lands 
and waters 

● Dependent on the ongoing elimination of Indigenous 
populations and their rights within their territories 

https://redpowermedia.wordpress.com/tag/mikmaq
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Other types of colonialism: 
Goal is to maintain visible 
colonial structures and 
imbalances in power. 

Settler colonialism: 
• Seeks its own end. 
• Moves toward the ending of colonial difference in the form 

of a supreme and unchallenged settler state and people. 

Posters by David Bernie: 
David Bernie is a Chicago-
based Indigenous artist of 

the Ihanktonwan Dakota 
Oyate (“People of the End 

Village”). 

https://www.davidbernie.com 

https://www.davidbernie.com
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● Terra nullius: perception that lands in long-term use 
by Indigenous Peoples were empty or unused 

● As settler collectives invest their identity and material 
belonging in Indigenous lands, they simultaneously 
create or empower a state to ‘defend’ these lands 
from Indigenous Peoples, who are seen as inherently 
threatening. 



  

  
  
   

    
     

  

killed for no other reason than that the 
opportunity was afforded, fresh fuel is 
added to his hate of the greedy whites 
who destroy ·even what their devouring 
appetite cannot master 

the eagerness of American and European 
settlers t~ turn grasslands int rms 

and move .hl!Jt.~rican Indians off th nd 

Settler Colonialism -USA 

Manifest destiny: 
the mentality that it was 
the divine right of the 
United States to expand 
its territory and its rule 
across the continent. 

Poster by David Bernie: 
https://www.davidbernie.com 
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Photograph:  Amber B racken, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/14/wetsuweten-coastal-gaslink-pipeline-allies  

● Moves towards its own end: attempts to 
eliminate the challenges posed to settler 
sovereignty by erasing Indigenous Peoples’ 
relationships with/claims to lands. 

● Wolfe's LOE works overtly (e.g. Oka Crisis, 
Caledonia and Wet'suwet'en, Mi'kmaw 
fishery, etc.) 

● And covertly (e.g. legislation that undermines 
or replaces Indigenous laws and 
governance systems) 
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Photo: https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/21-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-indian-act-1.3533613 

Indian Act: A way to circumvent the 
nationhood of many unique Indigenous 
Nations and create patriarchal, 
dehumanizing legislation that ultimately was 
about de-indianization. 

The Darkside of 
Canada's 150th 

Birthday 



“I want to get rid of the 
Indian problem.… Our 
objective is to continue until 
there is not a single Indian in 
Canada that has not been 
absorbed into the body politic 
and there is no Indian question, 
and no Indian Department.” 

Image: Caruso, R, 2021. Beadwork. 
Archive Photo: The General Synod Archives, 

Anglican Church of Canada. 

      
  

 
      

   
  

    
  

 
     

   

   
   
    

Duncan Campbell Scott, Deputy Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs for Canada (1913-1932), during 
a speech he gave in 1920. 
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Image: Marty  Two  Bulls  Sr. 2008. 




