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01 Key Topics 
• Legacy of Violence Against 

Indigenous Womxn 
• Colonial violence, MMIWG2S & 

Land 
• MMIWG2S Final Report 
• Necropolitics 
• Politics of Refusal 

Indigenous voice for truth among  
honorary  doctorates  at  Waterloo   
convocation  |  Waterloo  News  |  
University  of  Waterloo 



 

    
 

 

 

       
       

       

Tanya Taqaq 

• Reclamation of intimate relationships 
to land 

• Intergenerational land-based 
activities 

• Indigenous survivance 

"Sealfie" The image of Tanya Tagaq's baby and a seal that led to 
an explosion of harassment from a choice group of animal 

rights extremists on Twitter. Photo via Vice, 2021 



 
   

   
  

   

RESISTANCE 
• Images can be weaponized 

against Indigenous Peoples 

• The Sealfie challenged 
white settler animal rights 
activists 

• Inuit life is interconnected 
with the Seal 

‘SEALFIE’ Photograph: The Guardian. 
@Alethea_Aggiuq/Twitter. 2014. 
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• Disproportionately high rates of
violence against Indigenous womxn

• Strategy for eliminating Indigenous
governance, cultures, and Peoples

• Existence of Canada depended on
heteropatriarchal violence aimed at
oppressing Indigenous womxn to
normalize their devaluation and pave
the way

Still Dancing by Jonathan LaBillois. Kairos 
Canada, 2021. 



   
 

   

         
              

NATURALIZING HETEROPATRIARCHY 

Has violent repercussions 
for 2SLGBTQIA+ 
folks and Indigenous 
womxn. 

Anishinaabe activist Winona LaDuke (center) stands with other water protectors against 
construction of the Line 3 pipeline in Minnesota on Jan. 9, 2021. In These Times. 



 
 
 

 
 

  

  

FINAL 
REPORT 

2,380 family 
members, 
survivors, 
experts, 
knowledge 
keepers 

231 Calls for 
Justice 

Aura Last. 2020. IG: moe_thunder 



          
        

       

    
 

NECROPOWER: 

A term used to refer to the politics of death, 
bound in race and social inequality, used to 
convince others how and why a person's 
death is inevitable and justifiable. 

BARBRA  KENTNER 
August  21, 1982 –July  4, 2017 

Portrait of Barbra Kentner by Lauren 
Crazybull. 2021. The Walrus. 



  

    
   

FAMLIES AND 
COMMUNITIES 

Challenge  social  death  and  
necropower 

Refuse  to  accept  MMIWG2S  
lives  have  less  value 

Walking with Our Sisters Memorial, Halifax. 2017. 
The Nova Scotia Advocate. 
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• Culturally insensitive campaigns are harmful to
Indigenous womxn, reproducing settler colonial
ideologies

• Narratives grounded in heteropatriachies have
oppressed and devalued Indigenous womxn

• Problematic discourse
in how systems normalize Indigenous womxn’s deaths
calls for more work to address and dismantle social
values

• Indigenous-lead initiatives bring awareness to injustices
while contributing powerful and collaborative ways to
privilege Indigenous voice and agendas related to truth
and healing

Art by: Nina Sanders, 2020. 




