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01 Key Topics 

No Consent 
Onaman Collective, 2021 

• Extractivism 

• EXTRA Activism 

• Inherent Rights 

• Dispossession 

• Settler Discourse 

• Remapping Indigenous Place Names 
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WATER IS LIFE 

NO MOUNTAIN PIPELINE 

Extractivism Examples 

• Hydroelectric Power 
• Logging 
• Mining 
• Oil 
• Gas 

Water is Life 
Christi Belcourt, 2018 



    
  

   
     

     

 
    
    

    
  

Land  becomes  a v ehicle  for  the  
accumulation of  personal w ealth  

without  a co st 

EXTRACTIVISM
 

Three adult gray whales 
photographed via drone in 
2017, 2018 and 2019 in 
Laguna San Ignacio off the 
coast of Mexico. The three 
shots show increasingly skinny 
whales, a bad sign for an 
animal that needs to make a 
10,000-mile return trip to 
reach its feeding grounds. 
Smithsonian Magazine, 2021. 



 

 

        

Origins of  Extractivism 

• 500+ years of colonial 
conquest 

• Capital gain 
• Expansion 
• Displacement 

Land Back Lane 1492 Facebook. The Strand Magazine, 2020. 



 

  

        
          

    

Extractivism 
impedes Indigenous 
land-based 
self-determination 

Lisa Thomas of Kitigan Zibi First Nation. Along with other Grandmothers, 
Lisa reclaimed her traditional territory in 2014 to stop logging 
companies from clear cutting the land. 
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• Direct  action 
• Physical  confrontation 
• Legal  battles 
• Media opportunities 

Mohawk Peoples and 
supporters face off 
against Canadian Army 
and Quebec Provincial 
Police. During the 
summer of 1990, 
Mohawk Indians from the 
Kanesatake First Nation 
Reserve, Quebec 
Provincial Police and 
Canadian Army soldiers 
engaged in a 78-day 
stand-off that was 
sparked by the town of 
Oka's plans to expand a 
golf course through a 
native burial ground. One 
police officer was killed 
during an exchange of 
gunfire on the first day of 
the conflict. © 1990 
Christopher J. 
Morris/Corbis via Getty 
Images 
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"Clean energy" 
devastates 

Indigenous food 
sovereignty 
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A womxn in northern 
Wisconsin harvests and 
knocks wild rice off the 
stems into her canoe using 
traditional harvesting sticks. 
Environment and Society, 
2015. 



   
   
   

  
   

Discourse  on  colonialism  
constructs  and  upholds  

particular realities 
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Construction of the 
Dakota Access Pipeline 
(Bakken / DAPL) near 
New Salem, North 
Dakota. Webster, T. 
2016. 



  
   
  

    
    

   

Settler Colonial Discourse 
and Cultural Landscapes 
are presented as: 

• Objective 
• Neutral 
• Universal 

Hopi elder Harold Polingyumptewa digs 
up a sööyöpi root, used for healing. 

Colwell, C. 2016. 



            
           

Stretches of construction are still visible across the rolling hills just north of 
Cannon Ball on state Highway 1806 in Morton County. McCleary, M. 2021. 

Settler  colonialism is   
fuelled by homogenous  
discourse  of  ancestral  
land  and Indigenous  
Peoples 



 

    
  
    
    

Tlingit Mapping Tool: 

1. Place names teach you to respect the land 
2. Place names give you pride 
3. Place names tell you about the land 
4. Place names let you leave a mark 



 

Tlingit Place Names 

• Relational 
• Signal responsibilities 
• Hold knowledge 



 

     

• Relationships 
• Respect 
• Community 
• Spirit 
• Renewal 
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Taku River Tlingit Place Names Website. 2021. 



DECOLONIZING RECLAIMING 

EDUCATION 

 

LANGUAGE 

TLIN
G

IT PLACE N
AM

IN
G

 



  

 

    
   

 

 
 • Names have significant 

meaning 

• Maintains stewardship 
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(devil’s club): Sʼáxtʼ is a spiny plant found 
everywhere in the Southeast Alaska 

rainforest. 



 

PARTICIPATORY MAPPING 

• Address land-based struggles 

• Spiritual knowledge 

• Challenge power stuctures 



1. Extractivism 
2. EXTRA Activism 
3. Inherent R ights 
4. Dispossession 
5. Place  Names 
6. Settler Discourse 
7. Place  Names 
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