The [De]Colonial Struggle: Module Reflections Instructions

Quick Links: Dropboxes (Module 1, Module 2, Module 3, Module 4, Module 5, Module 6), Rubrics (Written Reflections, Arts-Based Response), Reflective Writing Resource
Assessment Overview and Learning Outcomes
In this course, you’ll engage in reflections after each of the six (6) modules. The learning outcomes of the module reflections are to help you to:  
1) Identify and synthesize topics into modular themes based on the course readings, films, podcasts, and other assigned material. 
2) Critically examine and reflect upon your own learning and experiences in each module.  
Five (5) of these module reflections will be written, and one (1) will be an arts-based response (you choose which reflections are written and which is an arts-based response).
You are not required to read, watch, view, and listen to all of the resources in each module (though you are welcome to). Instead, you are asked to “bundle” your resources in each module. Please choose  2-3 scholarly resources and  2-3 media/arts resources to engage in and reflect on in each module.
Written Reflections
Background/Rationale
Reflective writing helps us make sense out of complex material we learn and how it affects our relations in the multiple spaces we navigate. The written reflections in this course will help you grow and develop as you progress through the modules. 
Instructions
Your written reflections should be 750-1050 words, excluding references, and should use APA style citations. 
Please use the following structure for each of your five (5) written reflections:
a. Brief introduction and synthesis of topics and themes in module materials (250-300 words)
b. Critical reflection (500-750 words)
Your critical reflection should engage deeply with your response to module materials, explicitly connecting your experiences and perspectives on the materials. 
Below are some suggested questions to support your critical reflections (you are not required to address each of these):
· What ideas and information did you encounter that you found most interesting and relevant to your life?
· How may this course material be applied to your own experiences or the experiences of others?
· Can you identify and work through differing viewpoints presented in the course? What challenges did you experience doing this?
· Are there events taking place that you’ve learned about through news/social media that are relevant to the module content that you’d like to elaborate on? 
Support and Resources
For more guidance on reflective writing, you are encouraged to consult the rubric and the “Reflective Writing Resource” in the Quick Links.
Art-Based Response 
Background/Rationale
Expressive arts strategies are meant to be creative and experiential, and invite new opportunities for inquiry, experience and sense-making. They are meant to help you engage in reflections that not only address intellectual knowledge gained through learning but also the affective, intuitive, social and cultural ways of knowing/process you go through as a learner. 
Instructions
You will respond to one (1) module with a creative piece (e.g., through a short film/video, spoken word, performance, a painting, poetry, interpretive dance), accompanied by an artist’s statement. Your creative piece must be digitally accessible to the teaching team (e.g. via an audio, text, video, or image file). Please contact the teaching team if you are unsure. 
Your Art-Based Response must have two components: a creative piece, and an artist statement.
Creative Piece
Your creative piece should be unique, engaging, and demonstrate evidence of a well-thought-out creative process. It should be in a medium that is appropriate for communicating and engaging with course topics/themes. It should also show evidence of deep reflective engagement with module content and meaningful connections to your lived experiences, learning journey, and perspectives. 
Artist Statement
Your artist’s statement should contextualize your piece within your broader learning process during the module. This statement will allow you to reflect on yourself in relation to what you learned in the module and how this has influenced your perspective. 
Your artist statement should be 275-325 words, excluding references, and should use APA style citations.
Please use the following structure for your artist statement:
a. Brief introduction to your artwork, why, and how you created it and (if you wish) how you intend the audience to relate/react to your artwork (100-125 words) 
b. How the artwork connects to the topics/themes introduced in the module as well as your own learning journey and perspectives (175-200 words) 
Support and Resources
For more guidance on your arts-based response, you are encouraged to consult the rubric.
