The [De]Colonial Struggle: Relationship to Place Video Instructions
Quick Links: Dropbox, Rubric, Resources (Walking with Video, Walking as Embodied Territorial Acknowledgment)
Background/Rationale:
In this course, you learn that Canada is a country built on lands that were and continue to be integral to many Indigenous Nations and their respective cultures. Over hundreds of years, lands have been transformed and reconfigured multiple times by different individuals and collectives, each driven by different ideas, motivations and objectives. In this course, we have discussed how Indigenous lands are often transformed through colonial extractivist pursuits. Hence, places are never objective or neutral. Places are made and experienced by people who develop meaningful attachments to them over time. An activity as ‘simple’ as walking is a way that people produce place.
Assessment Overview and Learning Outcomes
For this assignment, you will create a short video that explores your relationship to land(s) and place(s) significant to your life. The learning outcomes of the activity are to help you to: 
1) . Reflect on your experiences and relationships to material and social environments in a personally and culturally significant way through the lens of a video camera.
2) Explore and critically reflect on the historical and present-day realities of lands/physical sites in one’s personal environments as they relate to Indigenous Peoples, and how knowledge of these realities may change the way one relates to these sites. 
Required Equipment/Technology
-A video recording device such as a smart phone
-A simple video editing application like Vimeo, Splice, Lightworks, Filmora, or iMovie 
Support and Resources
For more guidance on self-location, you are encouraged to consult the resources and rubric in the Quick Links.
Instructions
Your Relationship to Place Video will be 4-5 minutes long and will have two components: (a) an initial walk and exploration of your own knowledge, history, and experiences of a place that is meaningful to you, and (b) a reflection on the historical and present-day relationships that Indigenous Peoples have with lands/sites along your path, along with your reflections on what you have learned and how this might have changed the way you relate to this place.
Procedure: 
1. Select a Place
Select a place outdoors that is significant to you where you walk. It can be in the city, like the path you walk to get to your place of employment or your favourite coffee shop or it can be a rural path, like a park trail that you like to spend time on. 
2. Walk with Video and Personally Reflect
After you make your selection, you will engage in an initial walk and exploration of your own knowledge, history, and experiences of a place that is meaningful to you. You are to proceed to walk along your path, recording your journey through video along the way. As you walk with your recording device, you will stop along the way and reflect, commenting on your personal knowledge, history and experience of your journey. 
This piece should be approximately 2 – 2.5 minutes in length (when edited, if relevant).
Below are some suggested questions to support your reflections (you are not required to address each of these):
· How and why is this place important to you?
· What do you know about the history of this place (e.g. how it came to be, why it is here, etc.)?
· How have you acquired the knowledge about this place and what has helped you shape your relationship with it?
3. Research Indigenous Relationships 
You will then step away from the video camera and research your path to determine historical and present-day relationships that Indigenous peoples have with lands/physical sites that are along your path. Some of the things you may research and comment on include the traditional Indigenous territory on which you are located, Indigenous activities carried out there, etc.
4. Walk with Video and Reflect on Your Learning
You will then retrace your steps with your video camera once again and reflect on the historical and present-day relationships that Indigenous Peoples have with lands/sites along your path, along with what you have learned and how this might have changed the way you related to this place. 
This piece should be approximately 2 – 2.5 minutes in length (when edited, if relevant).
Below are some suggested questions to support your reflections (you are not required to address each of these):
· How has your experience of and relationship with this place changed given your research?
· What further questions do you now have and how might you go about answering them?
· Is there anything in the course module materials that comes to mind as you reflect?

5. Submit Video
When complete, please submit your video to the Dropbox (see Quick Link). Your video must be 4-5 minutes in length and in a format accessible to the teaching team (e.g., .m4v or .mp4) and under 1GB. 


