
IHR - Module 3 Honesty

1. Module 3

1.1 Module 3: Honesty
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Notes:

1.2 Sharing Knowledge and Truth
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SHARING KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH

True to Indigenous ways of learning and knowing, we have not outlined learning
objectives. We hope that participants will discover their own ways of learning.
Through this module, we will:

 Identify the role of trade in the initial relationship between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people in Canada

+ Recognize the changing power dynamics between Indigenous and European
settlers

+ Understand that the treaty relationship is dynamic and contemporary and
requires ongoing work to meet the needs of all that share this territory.




Notes:

1.3 Grandfather Teaching: Honesty
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The grandfather teaching for this
module is honesty. In this short
video, Elder Shirley Williams will
provide a brief overview of this
grandfather teaching.

Honesty starts with one’s own truth.
Honesty with one's self, with our
community, to

the land, and understanding the
interconnectedness of all these truths.

As we walk towards reconciliation some truths are difficult but necessary to forge a
real, honest, and equitable relationship.

Adifficult truth is that we have to reconcile with Indigenous communities - but also
face the truth of our governments true intent.

Understanding and accepting what has happened through our history and accept
that we may not be the country we may have thought we were.




1.4 The Visitors
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THE VISTORS

When good visitors come they
always leave. Early visitors to
territories in our region were
primarily here to extract resources.

Justification to take, came in the form
of the Doctrine of Discovery.

The process of colonization was fuel
by natural resources to extract for
Europeans - and the process
continues to this day with wood,
fossil-fuels and other resources;
often exacerbating the climate crisis
in doing so.




1.5 Original Contact
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ORIGINAL CONTACT

Original contact between Indigenous communities and Europeans was based on
natural resource exploitation, economy, trade and commerce. It was not based on
living in balance with the land. Indigenous people have the fundamental
understanding that we are part of that balance - other approaches are not
sustainable.

Relations were not always negative. In the beginning the original relationships were
positive and mutually beneficial. At some point the power dynamic shifted to
colonization. Although these original relationships were positive and mutually
beneficial, once Europeans extracted knowledge of how to survive on the land
from Indigenous people, they became paternalistic.




Notes:

1.6 The Shifting Balance 

of Power
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THE SHIFTING BALANCE
OF POWER

During this module we will use the

image of a scale to highlight when INDIGENOUS EUROPEAN
and how the power shifts between cw ﬂ

Indigenous people and European
settlers.





Notes:

1.7 Religion for First Nations, Métis, and Inuit in Canada
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RELIGION FOR FIRST NATIONS, METIS, AND INUT IN CANADA

Religion for First Nations, Métis, and Inuit in Canada is a wide spectrum
consisting of complex social customs for addressing the sacred and the
mystical. The influence of Christian policies (Doctrine of Discovery) brought by
settlers, missionaries, and government policies drastically altered life for
Indigenous peoples.

In areas where sustained contact occurred around the 16th and 17th centuries,
many Indigenous peoples were baptized into the Catholic religion by French
missionaries. For some communities, this influence resulted in hybridized
religious practices, while in others, European religion entirely replaced
traditional spiritual practices.

Christianity viewed Indigenous spirituality as being devil worship / those who
practiced it, were not considered human. This provided the rationale that
empowered Europeans to believe they had the moral authority to settle the




Notes:

1.8 Guswenta (Two Row Wampum)
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The Guswenta (Two Row Wampum)
(pictured here) is the symbolic the
record of the first agreement reached
between Indigenous communities and
Europeans on Turtle Island.

The design of the Guswenta represents
the relationship between the
Haudenosaunee and the Dutch as it
was understood in 1613.

The understanding is that who ever
moves into the territories where treaties
exist, inherit the terms of those treaties
in perpetuity - however the opportunity
to re-negotiate is always there to ensure
respectful, reciprocal, equitable
relationships where both parties thrive.





1.9 Guswenta (Two Row Wampum): A Living Treaty
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GUSWENTA (TWO ROW WAMPUM): A LIVING TREATY

The Haudenosaunee see the Two Row Wampum as a living treaty - a way that they
have established for their people to live together in peace; that each nation will
respect the ways of the other as they meet to discuss solutions to the issues that
come before them.

In the early 1600s the Haudenosaunee, observing that Dutch newcomers were

entering their traditional territory in increasingly large numbers, approached these
settlers to investigate their intentions.

Eventually overcoming enormous difficulties in communication, an agreement was
made as to how they were to treat each other and to live together.




1.10 Guswenta (Two Row Wampum): The Boats
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GUSWENTA (TWO ROW WAMPUM): THE BOATS

1 1 S KU1 4 I T 1S M G R G A SO B S s

and sets in the West, and as long as our Mother Earth will last.”

The treaty they developed was based on 3 principals:
« Friendship - they would live in friendship as brothers or equals
+ Peace - they would maintain peace between them, and

« Forever - the agreement would live on in perpetuity

Many people believe that treaties were brought to Indigenous people by
Europeans. In fact, treaties were used for hundreds of years beforehand to
work out cooperative agreements for the use of land for hunting, trade routes,
and other mutually beneficial uses between Indigenous groups.

The understanding was that whoever moved in to the territories where the
treaties existed inherited the terms of those treaties.




1.11 Guswenta (Two Row Wampum): "Polish the Chain"
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GUSWENTA (TWO ROW WAMPUM): "POLISH THE CHAIN"

The photo here depicts the 2013 Epic
Canoe Trip that took place to “polish
the chain’, renewing the relationship
that is symbolized in the Guswenta
(Two Row Wampum).

The parties consider the Guswenta a
living document that requires
refreshing of the agreement
occasionally.

We can see in this photo, members of Indigenous communities and a
representative of the Dutch government in attendance.

For a fuller discussion of the Guswenta please visit this link.




1.12 The Royal Proclamation
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THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION

The Royal Proclamation signed by the
King of England, George Ill, claimed
British land ownership in North America
after winning the Seven Years War.

Library and Archives Canada. Proclamation Royale, 1763. R188, RG13-F-6, Volume number: 890, 3623, Fle number: 16,
“Proclamation Royale, 1763 retrieved & December 2021 from hitps:wwi.bac-ac gc.caleng/CollectionSearch/Pages/
record aso2app=TonandeolIdNumber=46746558new=-35E5633052952208T 8





1.13 Indigenous Lands Under the Royal Proclamation
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INDIGENOUS LANDS UNDER THE
ROYAL PROCLAMATION

The Royal Proclamation recognized
that Aboriginal title existed and
continues to exist. All land would be
considered Aboriginal land unless
ceded by treaty. Only the Crown can

INDIGENOUS

buyland from Indigenous nations.  COMMUNITIES EUROPEAN
5. SETTLERS
—_—

This set up the process for treaties
and defined what the treaty system is
and would become.

At this point, the scales began to tip
slightly towards the European settlers.




1.14 Indigenous Lands Under the Royal Proclamation (Cont.)
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INDIGENOUS LANDS UNDER THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION (CONT)

“The unavoidable path +o reconciliation must include
land back +o Tndigevous peoples.” juuenceon

Visit this resource to learn more about the Indigenous Land Back movement.

This example of giving back is the kind of story we should all be sharing. Itis
imperative that a constant flow of information be available to all in order to help
build community.

One effective way to learn more is to attended FPICs Learning Circles - bring your
questions.




1.15 Learning Activity - Treaty People

 (Pick One, 10 points, 1 attempt permitted)
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(@) LEARNING ACTIVITY

Treaty People

Are you a treaty person?

() Yes
{INo




	Correct
	Choice
	Feedback

	X
	Yes
	“I mean, of course I’m a treaty Indian, but, it never occurred to me that my neighbours were Treaty Settlers.”  Tara Williamson 

Read the full article We are All Treaty People 

by Tara Williamson, to learn more.

	 
	No
	“I mean, of course I’m a treaty Indian, but, it never occurred to me that my neighbours were Treaty Settlers.”  Tara Williamson 

Read the full article We are All Treaty People 

by Tara Williamson, to learn more.


Yes (Slide Layer)
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CORRECT

“I mean, of course I'ma treaty Indian, but, it
never occurred to me that my neighbours
were Treaty Settlers.” Tara Williamson

Read the full article We are All Treaty People
by Tara Williamson, to learn more.

Continue

HONESTY i‘




No (Slide Layer)
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INCORRECT

“I mean, of course I'ma treaty Indian, but, it
never occurred to me that my neighbours
were Treaty Settlers.” Tara Williamson

Read the full article We are All Treaty People
by Tara Williamson, to learn more.

Continue

HONESTY i‘




1.16 Inaakonigewin AndaaadadAki: Michi Saagiig Treaties 

[image: image18.jpg]/ HONESTY

INAAKONIGEWIN ANDAAADADAKI: MICHI SAAGIIG TREATIES

This video, provided by the Curve Lake First Nation, discusses the local treaties that
exist so that we can understand our own local history.





1.17 Renewal: Michi Saagig Treaties
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RENEWAL: MICHI SAAGIG TREATIES

As of Sept 14, 2018, the treaty relationship was renewed and amendments have
been made to the Williams treaty - but many treaty negotiations continue currently
in Ontario.

For further information, please see:

WILLIAMS TREATIES AMENDMENTS | | WILLIAMS TREATIES FIRST NATIONS





1.18 Learning Activity - Your Responsibilities
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Your Responsibilities

After watching the video on Michi Saagiig Treaties, and reviewing the
resources on treaties, reflect on the question below.

How do you understand your responsil

ies as a treaty person?

Take some time to think and write down your thoughts in the space provided.

Type your answer here.




Notes:

1.19 Local Treaties
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For further information on the
treaties that exist in Ontario, please
see the following links:

+ This document provides a First
Nations and treaties map

+ This website also lists the treaties
in Ontario

With treaties, the scales become even
more uneven, tipping slightly further
towards the European settlers.
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INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITIES
—_— EUROPEAN
SETTLERS




Notes:

1.20 The Métis People
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THE METIS PEOPLE

In 2003, the Oshawa and Durham
Region Métis Council received its
charter from the Métis Nation of
Ontario. The original council (pictured
here) was supported by local
government and continues to thrive
today.

Durham College faculty, staff, and students can meet with Métis
senator Cecile Wagar at the First Peoples Indigenous Centre
(FPIC) for consultation and support on a monthly basis.





1.21 We Are All Treaty People
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IN ONTARIO WE ARE ALL TREATY PEOPLE AS A RESULT OF THESE
TREATIES. BOTH SIGNATORIES HAVE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

WHAT ARE YOUR RESPONSI[’)IUT\ESTO TSt





1.22 Conclusion
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CONCLUSION

This module helped us to identify the role of trade in the initial relationship
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in Canada, to recognize the
ongoing desire to gain unfettered access, regardless of cost to Indigenous
communities and the land, change power dynamics between Indigenous and
European settlers, and understand that the treaty relationship is dynamic and
contemporary and requires ongoing work to meet the needs of all that share this
territory. Treaties were always intended to ensure BOTH parties thrive, and never
at the expense of one over the other.

Ultimately we talked about honesty and how honesty starts with one’s own truth.
Honesty with one’s self, with our community, to the land and understanding the
interconnectedness of all these truths.

As we walk towards reconciliation some truths are difficult but necessary face in
order to forge a real, honest, and equitable relationship. This included the truth that
the nation state of Canada was founded on racism and genocidal policies.

You have now completed Module 3.




2. Credits

2.1 Resources / Credits
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RESOURCES / CREDITS

This project is made possible with funding by the Government of Ontario and
through eCampusOntario's support of the Virtual Learning Strategy. To learn
more about the Virtual Learning Strategy visit: https://vls.ecampusontario.ca.

This work is licensed under TK Notice.

Seven Grandfather Teachings
Special thanks to Elder Shirley Williams.
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Notes:
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