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Notes:

1.2 Durham College Land Acknowledgement
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DURHAM COLLEGE LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Durham College acknowledges the
lands of the people of the
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First
Nations. We are situated within the
traditional territory of the
Mississauga and the territory covered
by the Williams Treaties.





1.3 Purpose of the Modules
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PURPOSE OF THE MODULES

The purpose of these modules is to:

« Provide the true history of Canada and its relations with Indigenous communities;
to (re)define who we are.

» Explore how education has historically been a method of colonization and what
we can do to address this in our curricula.

« Expand thought and experience in terms of personal and professional
development.

o Create a network of faculty, staff, and students who are committed to lifelong
learning about Indigenous history and contemporary Indigenous issues.




1.4 The Grandfather Teachings
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THE GRANDFATHER TEACHINGS

The grandfather teachings act as a guide
for mino-bimaadizwin (living a good life)
in Anishinaabe culture. The grandfather
teachings include:

« Love, represented by the eagle

« Respect, represented by the buffalo
+ Honesty, represented by Sabe
Humility, represented by the wolf

+ Bravery, represented by the bear

* Truth, represented by the turtle

+ Wisdom, represented by the beaver





1.5 The Grandfather Teachings (Cont.)
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THE GRANDFATHER TEACHINGS (CONT.)

In the video below, Elder Shirley Williams, a member of the Bird Clan of the Ojibway
and Odawa First Nations of Canada, provides a brief overview of the Grandfather
Teachings central to Indigenous histories and reconciliation.





1.6 George Erasmus
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GEORGE ERASMUS

George Erasmus was the Assembly of First Nations Chief in the 1990s. His response
to the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples reinforces the importance of
cooperation and common growth that we are focusing on in these modules.

“Where common mewmory is lacking, where

people do vot share in the same past,

there can be vo real community. Where

commumity is to be formed, common

memory must be created.” J /|

This quotation also demonstrates the importance of connecting to the land and not
to a created conceptualization of geographical and national borders.

The land is crucial to how we relate to each other and also how we live in our world
together. This is one of the reasons why we acknowledge the land.




1.7 Learning Activity - Land Acknowledgements
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£ LEARNING ACTIVITY

Land Acknowledgements

Have you heard of land acknowledgements?
What do you think a land acknowledgment is?

Reflect on the questions above and your experience with land acknowledgments and
write down any ideas you have about them. If you were to write a land
acknowledgement what would it contain? Take time to reflect and write down your
thoughts in the space provided below,

Type your answer here.




1.8 The Guswenta
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THE GUSWENTA

In these modules we will be using
the visual of the Guswenta (the two-
row wampum - which is a treaty)

to emphasize our shared history as
Indigenous people and settlers.

The two-row wampum symbolizes
moving along a river on which there
are two kinds of vessels ...
Europeans in their ships and
Indigenous peoples paddling in our
canoes, peacefully and
independently - It symbolizes a
relationship of non-interference and
ashared co-existence.





1.9 Learning Activity - Where it All Begins
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& LEARNING ACTVITY

Where it all begins

What perspectives do you bring to these modules (biases, experiences,
knowledge)?

Take time to reflect and write down your thoughts in the space provided.

Type your answer here.

Keep these reflections on hand.

After you have completed these activities you may wish to visit this website which
will help guide you to the land acknowledgements where you are working and living.




1.10 Experiencing the Modules
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EXPERIENCING THE MODULES

We invite you to go through the
modules in numeric order the
first time, but it is recommended
that you repeat the modules
several times in any order you
wish.





1.11 Conclusion
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In Ontario We Are ALL Treaty-people

Take a step to better understand treaties and treaty-territories. Treaties have been
used on Turtle Island for hundreds of years, they are based on principals of non-
interference, friendship, mutual benefit and peaceful co-existence.

Reconciliation can be considered the act of going back to these relationships based
on equal partnership.

You have now completed the Introductory Module.

The remaining modules are:

+ Module 1 (Love): Pre-Contact + Module 6 (Truth): The Truth and

+ Module 2 (Respect): Pre-Contact Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC)
and Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls (MMIWG)

+ Module 7 (Wisdom): Indigenous Ways of Knowing

+ Module 3 (Honesty): Contact
+ Module 4 (Humility): Policies

+ Module 5 (Bravery): Residential
Schoels and e 60 Scoop + Conclusion: Tying it All Together




2. Credits

2.1 Resources / Credits
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RESOURCES / CREDITS

This project is made possible with funding by the Government of Ontario and
through eCampusOntario's support of the Virtual Learning Strategy. To learn
more about the Virtual Learning Strategy visit: https://vls.ecampusontario.ca.

This work is licensed under TK Notice.

Seven Grandfather Teachings
Special thanks to Elder Shirley Williams.
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