
IHR - Module 5 Bravery

1. Module 5

1.1 Module 5: Bravery

[image: image1.jpg]



Notes:

1.2 Sharing Knowledge and Truth
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SHARING KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH

True to Indigenous ways of learning and knowing we have not outlined learning
objectives, we hope that participants will discover their own ways of learning.
Through this module, we will:

+ Understand the intent behind the creation of the residential school policy and the
60s Scoop in Canada

+ Recognize the ongoing impacts of these assimilationist policies on Indigenous
peoples and their communities

+ Define intergenerational trauma and highlight its ongoing effects




Notes:

1.3 Grandfather Teaching: Bravery
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GRANDFATHER TEACHING: BRAVERY

The grandfather teaching for this module is Bravery. Our Elder Shirley Williams
provides a brief overview of this grandfather teaching.

Bravery s facing your fears, owning your mistakes and doing the right thing
regardless of the reaction or consequences. It allows one to face challenges in
order to heal and grow.





1.4 Grandfather Teaching: Bravery (Cont.)
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GRANDFATHER TEACHING: BRAVERY (CONT)

In terms of reconciliation, bravery means being responsible for ongoing learning
and engaging with material that is difficult and uncomfortable.

Bravery is acknowledging that you might not get it right on the first attempt but still
trying it again.

“..doing vour OWN work.” juuepceon




1.5 Brave Step: The Blanket Exercise
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BRAVE STEP: THE BLANKET EXERCISE

The Blanket Exercise is meant to convey a broad picture of colonization across
Canada and its impacts on Indigenous Peoples. A survivor of Residential School will
share their story and participants will take an active role in re-enacting the history
through scripts that are provided.

This exercise is intended to support your personal journey towards fulflling the TRC
Calls to Action and can be a frst brave step towards reconciliation.

The First Peoples Indigenous Centre offers the Blanket Exercise as professional
development each semester during reading week in the Fall and Spring.
Registration is required through the Durham College Events Calendar.




Notes:

1.6 Overview of Residential Schools
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OVERVIEW OF RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

This video speaks to the history of residential schools in Canada.





1.7 Assimilation
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This image of Thomas Moore was used by the Canadian government to highlight the
“successes” of residential schools in the assimilation of Indigenous children into
dominant society.

“..Kill the Indian, save the child...”

What do you see in this picture?




1.8 Residential School Privilege…?
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This letter which was sent from the Kamloops Indian Residential School to one family,
offering them the privilege of having their children return home for Christmas,
demonstrates the extreme control exercised over Residential School inmates.
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After reading through this letter to parents of a child in
Kamloops Indian Residential School, what feelings emerge?




Letter Text Version (Slide Layer)

[image: image9.jpg]If the children are not returned to School on time they will not be
allowed to go home for Christmas next year.

1 ask you to observe the above regulations in order that this privilege of
going home for Christmas may be continued from year to year. It will
be a joy for you to have your children with you for Christmas. It will be
ajoy also for your children and it will bring added cheer and happiness
to your home.

Yours sincerely,
Rev. F. O'Grady, O.M.L,, Principal.

X




1.9 Residential School Privilege…? (Cont.)
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RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL PRIVILEGE...7 (CONT)

In May of 2021, a mass grave with 215 children was uncovered on the Kamloops
Indian Residential School site and many more have been discovered since - the
current total of children found in mass or un-marked graves (at the time of this

document), is over 5000.

This can be a "wakeup call" - a second chance for Canada to act on and realize the
TRC's Calls to Action. We should all understand that this is the true history of our
country and without accepting this truth, there can be no path to reconciliation.

At the time the TRC's Calls to Action on this subject came out, there was no response
on the issue of missing inmates of the schools. The federal government did not act on
this - private communities made the discoveries and are leading the way in continuing
the search.




1.10 Compensation for Residential School Survivors
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COMPENSATION FOR RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL SURVIVORS

Under the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement, $1.9 billion dollars was
set aside for former residents of the schools. Former students, who could prove that
they attended a residential school, would receive $10,000 for the first year of
schooling, and $3,000 for each subsequent year.

It should be noted that the Residential Schools Settlement Agreement did not have a
mandate to compensate Métis who attended residential schools. Negotiations are
ongoing on this issue.

The Catholic Church was required 25 million but has only paid 4 million so far.
Additionally, there have been no official apologies and they continues to renege on
agreements while spending hundreds of millions on building new church projects.

The agreement amounts to $7.39/ day for 10 years of abuse - this is a lower rate
than that compared to prisoners in Canada.

For more information, view this article on the Indian Residential Schools Settlement
Agreement.




1.11 Timeline of Residential Schools in Canada
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TIMELINE OF RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS IN' CANADA

This website provides an interactive timeline of residential schools in Canada and
places their existence in relation with other key moments in Canadian history.

Dr. Peter Bryce in his 1907 report on residential schools brought the public's outrage
to the forefront, yet little was done. Let’s not repeat the mistakes and oversights of
the past. The issues Bryce brought to the public’s attention continued to persist for
over 100 years! To learn more, visit this article.

If you are interested in reading more about residential schools, please look at this
resource compiled by University X, formerly Ryerson University, as it is now referred
to. The institutions name is under review due to Egerton Ryerson's complicity in
creating residential school system.




1.12 Learning Activity - Residential Schools - 1

 (Pick One, 10 points, 1 attempt permitted)
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(@) LEARNING ACTIVITY

Residential Schools

When did the last residential school close?

1896
1952
1975

199




	Correct
	Choice

	 
	 1896

	 
	 1952

	 
	 1975

	X
	 1996


Feedback when correct:

Answer: 

1996

Feedback when incorrect:

Answer: 

1996

Correct (Slide Layer)
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CORRECT

Answer:
1996

Continue





Incorrect (Slide Layer)
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X

INCORRECT

Answer:
1996

Continue





1.13 Learning Activity - Residential Schools - 2

 (Pick One, 10 points, 1 attempt permitted)
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(7) LEARNING ACTWVITY

Residential Schools

Attendants of residential schools had a higher mortality rate than
Canadian World War Il combatants.

True

False




	Correct
	Choice

	X
	 True

	 
	 False


Feedback when correct:

Answer: TRUE

Feedback when incorrect:

Answer: TRUE

Correct (Slide Layer)
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CORRECT

than
Answer: TRUE

The odds of dying in residential schools was 1 in 25,
higher than the 1 in 26 for Canadian soldiers in
World War II.

Continue





Incorrect (Slide Layer)
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s

INCORRECT

than
Answer: TRUE

The odds of dying in residential schools was 1 in 25,
higher than the 1 in 26 for Canadian soldiers in
World War II.

Continue





1.14 Learning Activity - Residential Schools - 3

 (Pick One, 10 points, 1 attempt permitted)
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(@) LEARNING ACTIVITY

Residential Schools

Through what practices is the residential school policy considered an
act of genocide by the United Nations?

Reduction in births in the community, through forced sterilization
Removal from one’s home community to be raised in another
All of the above

None of the above




	Correct
	Choice

	 
	 Reduction in births in the community, through forced sterilization

	 
	 Removal from one’s home community to be raised in another

	X
	 All of the above

	 
	 None of the above


Feedback when correct:

Answer: ALL OF THE ABOVE

Feedback when incorrect:

Answer: ALL OF THE ABOVE

Notes:

Correct (Slide Layer)
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group; deliberately inflicting on the group
conditions of life calculated to bring about its
physical destruction in whole or in part;

lation

Continue





Incorrect (Slide Layer)
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1.15 The 60s Scoop
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THE 605 SCO0P

This short video provides an overview of the 60s Scoop.




1.16 The 60s Scoop Compensation
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THE 605 SCOOP COMPENSATION

“The Sixties Scoop is a dark and terrible chapter in Canada’s
history. This settlement represents an important step forward
for thousands of Tudigenous people. Tt is focused on the needs
of survivers, providing individual compensation and recogmizing
+he importance of language and culture and the harm done when
childrew are taken from their families and communities. we will
continue +o work with survivors and Tudigenous partuers to
advance reconciliation, promote Tndigenous languages and
cutture, and support the healing and commemoration of those
affected by the harmful policies of the past.”
The Honourable Carolyn Bennett
Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations

December 1, 2018

This article will provide addition information on the settlement.




1.17 The 60s Scoop Compensation (Cont.)
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THE 605 SCOOP COMPENSATION (CONT)

Since this finding in 2016 the federal government has gone back to court multiple
times to challenge claims to compensation and have not paid out compensation to
victims of the 60s Scoop, further putting lives at risk. The government of Canada
has repeatedly confounded the process to delay and discourage claimants from
their compensation.

Visit First Nations Child & Family Caring Society for information on how to help.

NOTE: there are more children in the child welfare system now, than there ever
were - sadly this an ongoing. It has been the response since the 60s to remove
Indigenous children from their own families and placed in non-indigenous families.
Jordan's principal described - contemporary version of the scoop... conditions
created by the feds continued chronic underfunding by social problems like
poverty, lack of role-models, loss of culture etc.




1.18 Learning Activity - The 60s Scoop
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The 60s Scoop

Based on what you have read and heard in this module about residential
schools and the 60s Scoop, reflect on the questions below.

How would you have survived as a child taken or as a parent whose
child was removed from them?

How long does it take a community to recover from such trauma?

Take some time to think and write down your thoughts in the space provided.

Type your answer here.




Notes:

1.19 Intergenerational Trauma
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INTERGENERATIONAL TRAUMA

This video from the Healing Foundation in Australia illustrates the roots of
intergenerational trauma and its impacts.





1.20 The Seven Generations Teaching
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THE SEVEN GENERATIONS TEACHING

of the Iroquois Confederacy formed the
political, ceremonial, and social fabric of the
Five Nations Confederacy which later
became Six Nations. The Seventh Generation
Principle is often referred to in
contemporary times when negotiating and
formulating decisions concerning natural
resources such as water, oil, forestry and
energy among others, ensuring those
decisions are sustainable for seven
generations into the future. It can also be
applied to relationships; in fact every
decision should result in sustainable
relationships seven generations into the
future. Relationships todav between





1.21 Intergenerational Trauma
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INTERGENERATIONAL TRAUMA

A definition of intergenerational trauma (also known as historic trauma, collective
trauma, trans-generational grief, historic grief, or blood memory, among others) can
be found in Evans-Campbell (2008, p.320):

“A collective complex +rauma inflicted on a group of people who
share a specific group idewtity or affiliation—ethnicity,
nationality, and religious affiliation. Tt is the legacy of namerous
+ranmatic events a community experiences over generations and
encompasses the psychological and social responses o such
events.”

Every Indigenous person alive today is a survivor of residential school system.
Trauma changes the DNA structure of the person affected, they pass that on to the
next generation - this can lead to triggering / activated reactions in subsequent
generations.

Learn more about Indigenous Knowledge & Epigenetics.




1.22 Healing and Recovery
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HEALING AND RECOVERY

The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (1996), states that healing is:

“Personal and societal recovery from the lasting effects of
oppression and systemic racism experienced over generations.
Wany Aboriginal people are suffering vot simply from specific
diseases and social problems, but also from a depression of spirit
resulting from 200 or more years of damage +o their cultures,
languages, identities and self-respect...”.




1.23 Healing and Reconciliation
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HEALING AND RECONCILIATION

Reconciliation cannot be placed on Indigenous people alone; action must be
initiated by mainstream Canada but ensuring the needs of Indigenous
communities.

Part of reconciliation is acknowledging and taking responsibility for the role
that past generations played in creating intergeneration trauma. The privileges
and benefits that Canadians have today are a direct result of Canada's desire
to remove Indigenous people from their lands and exploit the natural resource
found there.

This burden is still being shouldered by Indigenous communities today.

Reconciliation requires all Canadians to build respectful, reciprocal
relationships that will improve ALL our lives for the next seven
generations.

Reconciliation is not for the benefit of Indigenous peoples alone; achieving




1.24 Reconciliation
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RECONCILIATION

We can now look at history in a critical way and re-frame it with more accurate
information: i.e. The revised text on the plaque of Duncan Campbell Scott's grave
that now stands beside his Beechwood Cemetery and points out Scott's "notorious”
52-year career in what was then known as the Department of Indian Affairs.

"As Deputy Superintendent, Scott oversaw the assimilationist Indian Residential
School system for Aboriginal children, stating his goal was 'to get rid of the Indian
problem,” the new plaque reads. "In its 2015 report, Canada’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission said that the Indian Residential School system amounted
to cultural genocide.”

The previous plaque, erected in 2011, was almost entirely devoted to lionizing
Scott's career as a poet, calling him "one of the outstanding figures in Canadian
poetry." The new plaque also mentions his recognition of one of Canada’s so-called
"Confederation poets.”




1.25 Conclusion
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CONCLUSION

This module helped us understand the intent behind the creation of the residential
school policy and the 60s Scoop in Canada. We recognized the ongoing impacts of
these assimilationist policies on Indigenous people and their communities, and
defined intergenerational trauma, highlighting its ongoing effects.

We talked about bravery and how bravery is facing your fears, owning your mistakes
and doing the right thing regardless of the reaction or consequences. Bravery allows
one to face challenges in order to heal and grow.

In terms of reconciliation, bravery means being responsible for ongoing learning and
engaging with material that is difficult and uncomfortable. Bravery is acknowledging
that you might not get it right on the first attempt but still trying it again.

You have now completed Module 5.




2. Credits

2.1 Resources / Credits

[image: image33.jpg]INDIGENOUS HISTORIES & RECONCILLIATION ‘

RESOURCES / CREDITS

This project is made possible with funding by the Government of Ontario and
through eCampusOntario's support of the Virtual Learning Strategy. To learn
more about the Virtual Learning Strategy visit: https://vls.ecampusontario.ca.

This work is licensed under TK Notice.

Seven Grandfather Teachings
Special thanks to Elder Shirley Williams.
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